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Inhoud:
Galaxies are the building blocks of the Universe. Galaxies consist of stars, gas and dustclouds, and the unknown
dark matter. Thefirst part of the course deals with the structure of our galaxy (also called The Milky Way). We
discuss the constituents of our galaxy (stars and gas and dust clouds) and their spatial distribution and velocities. In
the second part of the course we describe the shape of our galaxy: aflat differentialy rotating disk with spiral arms
and with ablack holein its center. The galaxy is surrounded by a spherical halo of stars. We discuss the dynamical
properties of the Milky Way and the origin of the spiral arms. The third part deals with other galaxies, their different
shapes and contents and their different star-formation histories. In the last part we discuss the formation of galaxies.
Massive galaxies like ours have been formed by merging and cannibalism of many smaller galaxies. This
cannibalism is still going on.
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Each student gives an oral presentation over a self choosen subject. Also thereisawritten or oral
exam at the end of the course.
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